


SUTTER BUTTES REGIONAL LAND TRUST
P.O. Box 3359

Yuba City, CA 95992-3359

info@sutterbutteslandtrust.org

www.sutterbutteslandtrust.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Land Steward Area Liaison Advisor
Rick Geddes Alyssa Lindman Dorothy Davis, Chico
Vice President Qutreach/Fund
Mike Hubbartt Development Manager Newsletter:
Marni Harper Writer
Treasurer Michael Hubbartt
Spencer Morrison Land Conservation
3 Manager Editor
Directors Kevin “Woody"” Turner Kim Mansfield
Joe Reusser
Babs Cotter Financial Advisor Design
Alyssa Lindman Joe Bouchard Blueray Concepts
Julie Stark
Advisors Printing
Director Emeritus Brian Hausback Printworx
Walt Anderson Leigh Keicher
Pete Sands
Executive Director Gene Trapp
Coleen Morehead Stan Wright
! David Wyatt
Office Manager Margit Sands
Kim Mansfield

In Memory

In Honor

. “Together we can protect the land that defines our heritage.”
O | | I Through education and conservation programs we build partnerships to
balance conservation, economic growth, and natural resources.
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Middle Mountain Interpretive
Hikes Fall 2015 Hike Schedule

Pre-registrationisrequired.Emailmmsutterbutteshi-
kes@yahoo.comorleaveamessageat530-671-6116.
The website for hikes is middlemountainhikes.org.
Meetandgreetdetailswillbeemailedtoyouwhenyou
register.

Sat Feb 27 Double Transect—Bragg/Dean
Sun Feb 28 Summit Ascent—North Butte*
Sat Mar 5 Geology Trek—Dean Place
Ridge Ascent—Bragg Canyon
Ridge Hike West—Shaeffer
Sun Mar 6  BrockmanChallenge—Brockman
Sat Mar 12 Summit Ascent—North Butte*
Sun Mar 13 Nature Study—Brockman
Ranch Exploration—Shaeffer
Sat Mar 19 Ridge Hike East—Shaeffer
WildflowerStudy—BraggCanyon*
Sun Mar 20 In A Sacred Manner—Dean
Summit Ascent—Dean Place*
Wildflower Study—Brockman
Sat Mar 26 Wildflower Study—Shaeffer
Sat Apr 2 Wildflower Study—Dean Place
Sun Apr 3 Nature Study—Brockman Cnyn
Wildflower Study—Shaeffer
Sat Apr9  Ancient Lakebed Trav.—Bragg*
Sun Apr 10 Ridge Trek—Dean Place
Wild Nature in Buttes—Dean
Sat Apr 16  Wildflower Study—Bragg*
Photographer’s Outing—Bragg*
Sun Apr 17  Wildflower Study—Dean Place
Fri Apr 22 FullMoonStroll—ShaefferRanch
Sat Apr 23 Birds in the Buttes—Dean Place
Sat Apr 30 BatResearchOuting—DeanPlace
Sat May 7 Sunset Serenade—Dean Place

The cost of this outing is $45.
*  The cost of this outing is $50; we are accessing
two properties.
** The cost of this outing is $45.

*** The cost of this outing is $60; we are accessing
two properties.



From the President:

Dear Friends,

Ourmissionstates,“The SutterButtesRegionalLand Trustworkstoprotect
thelandandnaturalresourcesofthe SutterButtesandthe surroundingregion
forpresentandfuturegenerations”. Tothatend,wetookagiant stepforward
in2015 aswe submitted our applicationtobecome a “certified” land trust.
The significance of this cannotbe understated. Becoming certifiedby the
Land TrustAlliance meanswe canbroadenour scope of activitiesrelated
toconservationeasements,mitigationopportunitiesandotherconservation
related efforts. Our staff worked hardto make this happen andwe should
hearsometimein2016astoourhoped-forstatus. Staytunedandwe’llkeep
you posted on how we’re doing!

2015alsosawusaddtwonewstaffpositionsinsupportof ourmissionstate-
ment. Kevin “Woody” Turnerjoinedthe organizationasLand Conservation
ProjectManagerfocusingonindividualsandgovernmententitiesinterested
inpreservingtheirpropertythroughconservationeasements. Woodybrings
avaried skill set and tons of enthusiasm to this new position and we look
forward to great things from him going forward.

Alyssalindman,whohasbeenwithourorganizationforanumberofyearsas
aboardmemberbecame Stewardship Program Manager this year bring-
ingwithher a true passion for conservationand dedicationto the ideals of
SBRLT.Alyssahasawealthofexperienceinconservationrelatedtopicsand
alaser-likefocusonthemyriadof detailsassociatedwithherjob. Together
withOfficeManagerKimMansfield,wehavewhatlbelieveisasuperbteam
of individuals who work well together and are dedicated to our mission.

In September, SBRLT celebrated our 25th Anniversary with a delightful
eveningofmusicalentertainment,silentauctionandanicedinner. Theevent
washighlightedbyanawesomepresentationgivenbyDirectorEmeritusand
NaturalistWaltAnderson,authorofthe definitive book onthe SutterButtes
“Inland Island: The Sutter Buttes”. Iwould like to extend a big thank youto
the volunteers who made this happen and those of youwho attended and
supported the event.

Aswelookaheadto2016,Iwouldliketopersonallythankallofyouwhohave
generouslysupportedourorganization. ltistruethatorganizationslike ours
survive onthe supportoffolkswhobelievewhatwe’redoingisworthwhile. If
youareoneofthose,keepusinmindfor2016aswepursueourstatedgoals.

Onbehalf of SBRLT,Happy New Year everyone and may 2016 bringpeace

and prosperity to all of us.
Q

SBRLT Boar esident

Best regards,

From Thompson & West History ofSutter County 1879

Invocation

One Hundred and twenty nine years ago Peter
Gardemeyer filed a plat plan for Sutter City at the base
of the Sutter Buttes to subdivide and build a city that would be
as large as Yuba City! Filed on December 14, 1887, the plan
specifiedthoroughfares100feetwidewith39blocksof50lots,
25feetby125feet,andoneblock setasidefor“publicimprove-
ments.”

Note the promotionalflyerbelow. Gardemeyer promisedthat
this enterprise would become the county seat! While its pro-
posedcommercialandbusinessdevelopmentnevermaterial-
ized, town site has endured andhas become a peaceful bed-
roomcommunityjusttenminutesdriveawayfromthecongestion
of Yuba City.

Suchrealestatedevelopmentispartoftheheritage of Califor-
nia since John Sutterbuilthisfortinthe 1840’swhichledtothe
constructionof SuttervilleandthenSacramento.ltprevailsyet
today, but our attitudes have changed over the years. Most of
ustodayacceptthecitiesandtownsaroundusthatwe grewup
with.Acoupleofgenerationsagowewelcomedallsuchdevel-
opmentasfinancialopportunity. Buttodaymany ofusfeelthat
ourcounties’farmlandsandtheirpleasantpastoralbeautyare
nowbecomingoverbuilt. Sowe drawlineinthe sandandsayno
more! “Not in my back yard!”

Evenacursoryviewofthetownsaroundusrevealsthosesites
which sort of sprawled out on their own, and which ones were
carefullyplannedandengineered.Propertyvaluesarehigherin
those sites which were designed.

Yuba County is in the midst of turmoil today as a developer
proposesturningruralfarmlandintoanattractiveplannedcom-
munity. Localswhowon’texperience adirectbenefit fromthis
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Lang Coats
Pearl Hoke, Caryle Hoke, Lova Hoke,
_ Victorina, Victorina, Lela Fisher, Ruth

developmentresistthisincursionandinvasion
to their rural lifestyle. | know that | would.
County planners and supervisors have
reviewed the proposal and feel that such
improvements will benefit the county as a
whole and so a majority of them voted for it.
CountystaffcontractedAECOMtoassemble
a thorough environment impact report with
proposedmitigationsreinforcingtheviability of
such a proposal.

EIR’sarecomprehensivedocumentsthatcat-
alogdetailsofaproposedprojectinrelation-
shiptothe surroundinglandscape, sensitive

flora and fauna, soil types, flood plains, and
impactstothe community. We allbenefitfrom
the opportunity to review such a document.

As a California State incorporated 501 (c)
(3),the Sutter Buttes Regional Land Trust is
constrained from promoting or obstructing
political parties, projects, or entities. Butwe
doprovideaservicetothecommunitybyiden-
tifyingandprotectingnatural,cultural,historic,
scenic,oragriculturalareasthatenhancethe
qualityofourfarmingheritage. Wecanassist
those landowners who wish to protect their
familyhistoryandlandsfrombeingdeveloped
in perpetuity.

We invite public dialog and will reach out to
thosefamilieswhowishtoprotecttheirfamily
heritage.

LakeTahoe,Ca“fornia,isofoneofthemostbeautifulplacesonearth.Peopletravelfrom
aroundthe worldjust to see it once intheir life. |was lucky enoughto live there for thirty-five
years. Thefirsttimelsawit,itwasmagnificent. Afterthirty-fiveyearsoflookingatiteveryday,
itwasimportanttorememberthefirsttimelsawit. Why? Thereare severalreasons.Hereisa
veryselfishone.Onmywaytowork everydayitwasnotuncommontogetstuckbehindatourist
drivingslowgawkingatthelake.Impatiencehadtobetemperedwiththerealizationthatitmay
bethefirsttimethatpersonhadseenthelake,theymayhave comefromanywhereintheworld,
or they may have come from the bay area. It would drive some of the local’s wild, and they
wouldcussthe slowdriverthatwasmakingthemlate forwork. |lalwayswonderedwhydon’tyou
pullofftheroadandsavorthebeauty,insteadoftryingtolook atthelakewhile driving. Some of
the local’'s seemed to take for granted the beauty they lived with every day.

Iwonder how many Yuba, Sutter,and Colusa countyresidents take for granted the beautiful
areathatwelive. AmlsuggestingitisasbeautifulasLake Tahoe? Maybe lam,becauseina

different way, it is as beautiful.

As a long term resident of any of the coun-
ties | mentioned, are you taking for granted
the panoramic vistas you see as you drive
around? Doyouenjoythe sweetfragrance of
allthe almond trees blooming that make all
thebeeshappy?Whatdidyourchildsaywhen
you showed them the Oreo colored cows?
Have you noticed the millions of migrating
waterfowl that flow through the area? Have
you seen the Yellow Headed Blackbird that
inhabits the marshes? Youmay have heard
itswonderfulcallwithoutrealizingwhatitwas.
Whatisitthatmakesthisareaspecialtoyou?
Ifinditfascinatinghowfastthefarmerrotates
crops. Thefarmerharvestsone crop,andin
afewdaysthereisacompletelydifferentcrop
planted. To me, there is beauty in the effi-
ciency of theirendeavor. Everyone hastheir
ownvision of what makes this area special.
What is yours? Are youwilling to let that slip
away? Ifitdoes,Iguaranteeitwillnevercome
back. Are you willing to help with the effort
topreserve the agricultural land and natural
resources for future generations?

The Sutter Buttes Regional Land Trust is
committedtothepreservationofthekeyele-
mentsthatdrive oureconomy,ourspirits,and
our future. Weneedyourhelp. Volunteer,and
becomeaboardmember.Yourvoicemakesa
difference,andyouwillfeelsomethingspecial
volunteering creates; pride. Inavery short
amount of time you will brag to your friends
andfamilythatyouare onthefrontlineinthe
fight for preservingour agriculturalheritage.
Pick up the phone and call me, tell me what
makesthisareaspecialtoyou,toyourfamily,
and to your friends. If you do not call that is
okay,butstilltake aminutetoremindyourself
whyyoulive here,andwhatitwouldbelikeif it
was gone forever. Pull offtheroadand “see”
whatyouhavebeenlookingatalltheseyears
while you drive around the region.

sagebeingsenttothelargersupportcompa-
nieswe are so lucky tohave? What does Mr.
JohnDeerethinkaboutremovingagriculture
and changingthe land use to commercial or
residential development?

So whatever your feelings are about devel-
opment,takeaminutetorememberwhatyou
enjoy while driving around the surrounding
counties. Thespectacleofmillionsofmigrat-
ingwaterfowlthatyou’retreatedtowhenyou
drivethroughthearea.Thebeautifulorchards
blooming all at once, the harvests you see
happening. Theconstanttransitionbetween
cropsafarmerplantsthatallowpeopletoeat.
Showingyourkids for the firsttime that Oreo
colored cow standingina greenfieldwithall
their friends.



Whataretheconsequencesofagriculturallandthatisconvert-
edtoanaltemativezoningdesignationthatallowscommercial
or residential development?

Whenyouhearabout a development opportunity thatwill create “X”
numberofjobs,whatdoesthatreallymean?Whatdoesitmeantoyou
onapersonallevel? Maybe you are not concerned that some agri-
culturallandis slatedfor development. Maybe the thought of devel-
opmentiscompletely outofthe question,andyouwouldoppose any
development whatsoever.

Thereissuchathingassmartdevelopment,forinstance,developing
landthatisabandoned,developinglandthatiszonedagriculture,but
environmentalissues,soiltypes,depthofthewatertablethatmakes
thatgroundundesirableforfarming. Thoseareissuesthatshouldbe
consideredwhenfutureplansfordevelopmentaremade. Therelies
theproblem,mostdevelopmentistargetedtoareasthatare conve-
nient,easyinterms of accessibility. Mostregulatory agencies don’t
consider the above mentioned issues.

Development will create jobs.

| feel the most important plan for creating jobs is to make sure you
don’tlose any of the jobsyou already have. Removingland fromthe
agricultureindustryremovesjobs,itinhibitsthe supportingbusinesses
thatarenecessarytosupporttheimportantagriculturalaspectofour
surrounding counties. What isthe message being senttothe larger
support companies we are so lucky to have? What does Mr. John
Deerethinkaboutremovingagricultureandchangingthelanduseto
commercial or residential development?

Sowhateveryourfeelingsareaboutdevelopment,takeaminutetore-
memberwhatyouenjoywhiledrivingaroundthe surroundingcounties.
The spectacle of millions of migratingwaterfowlthatyou'retreated
towhenyoudrivethroughthe area. The beautiful orchardsblooming
allatonce,theharvestsyouseehappening. The constanttransition
betweencropsafarmerplantsthatallowpeopletoeat.Showingyour
kids forthe first time that Oreo colored cow standingina greenfield
with all their friends.

Whatever it is that gets you pumped up about living inthis area, get
involvedintheprotectionofthosevaluesthataretheeconomicback-
bone of ourcommunity.Volunteeryourservices,everyonecanmakea
difference,evenifitasmalldifference,itisstillveryimportant. Thank
you

Sunset'Serenade

Sutter Buttes

Event Courtesy of Middle Mountain Interpretive Hikes

2017 Calendar Contest

Planninghasbegunforthe 2016 SutterButtes Calendarandwe
inviteyouto participate by submittingphotos for consideration.

Deadline for submissions willbe no laterthannoon onMonday,
March 30, 2016. We are looking for images that capture the
naturalbeauty of the Sutter Buttesregion. Scenes caninclude,
but are not limited to, the Sutter Buttes Mountains, local farm
landshighlightingfarmingoperationsoractivities,native fauna
andflora,geologicalfeatures,waterfowlhabitats,uniquenatural
orweatheraerials orlandscapes.Imagesthatare obviously or
heavily filtered, altered, or manipulated will not be considered.

Ifyouhave any questions,please contactusat(530) 755-3568
orbyemailatPhotos@SutterButtesLandTrust.org.Photoscanbe
submittedonourwebsiteatSutterButtesLandTrust.org/photos,
online via dropbox.com, or a cd/dvd mailed to our office.

We look forward to seeing your submissions!

Join the board

HaveyoueverwonderedwhatourMissionStatementmeans?Do
youknowwhat SBRLT does? Doyouknowwhata conservation
Easementis?WeinviteyoutoattendourBoardmeetingstomeet
ourStaffandDirectorsandtolearnmoreaboutwhatSBRLT does.
Who knows, maybe you’llbe interested injoiningus as a board
member! Ourmeetingsarethefirst Thursdaysofthemonthatthe
CommunityMemorialMuseumat 1333ButteHouseRoad,Yuba
City.

You are invited....

We extend to you an invitation to attend any board meeting of
the SutterButtesRegionalLand Trust.Areyoucuriousaboutthe
Land Trust’s purpose? What does our Mission Statement say?
Meetourboardandstafftolearnmore aboutwhatwe do. Would
youliketolearnwhataConservationEasementis? Learnabout
therolesofourboard,staffandmembersinsupportingthework
of ournon-profit organization. The SBRLT Boardmeets onthe
first Thursday of eachmonth except July. We meet atthe Com-
munityMemorialMuseumat1333ButteHouseRoadinYuba City
at7:00.Guestsarealwayswelcomeand,whoknows,maybeyou
willinterestedinjoiningusasaboardMember! Our growingland
trustneedsyourinterestandsupport,sosavethe datetojoinus.




